
Name: ______________________________ Due Date: ______ 

Unit 3: Turning Points 
GATE Final Essay 
50 assessment points 

Assignment 
In this unit, you read about different examples of turning points. Write an explanatory essay in 
which you explain what can cause a significant change in someone’s life, how it might have a 
lasting effect, and what it tells you about someone who has undergone a meaningful change. 
 

What can cause a significant change in someone’s life? 
 
Requirements: 

● Must be 5 paragraphs. Paragraphs must be at least 5 

sentences. 

● Must use 3 texts. One must be a “Choice Text.” 

● You must identify and highlight 2 compound (green), 2 

complex (pink) sentences, and 2 compound-complex 

(yellow) sentences. 

● Must use at least 4 of our unit vocabulary words (found 

in blue vocab organizer). 

 

Texts: 

● Pick 2 of the following In-Class Texts: 

○ The article “At the Crossroads” by Elfrieda Hiebert 

○ The play “A Christmas Carol” by Israel Horovitz  

○ The short story “Thank You, M’am” by Langston Hughes 

○ The memoir “An American Childhood” by Annie Dillard 

○ The novel The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton 

● Pick 1 of the following Choice Texts **Read it/E-Log it on your own. 

○ The short story “Shame” by Dick Gregory 

○ The short story “On the Bridge” by Todd Strasser 

 
Due Dates: 

❏ Thesis Sentence Workshop (page 1-2) due _____________ (15 practice pts) 

❏ Organization Plan (page 3) due _____________ (20 practice pts, 5 pts each) 

❏ Typed Outline due _____________ (25 practice pts, 5 pts per typed paragraph) 

❏ Final Draft, printed copy WITH RUBRIC, due ___________ (50 assessment pts) 



Name: ______________________________ Due Date: ______ 

****TURN IN THIS RUBRIC WITH YOUR FINAL PAPER**** 

  4 points  3 points  2 points  1 point 

 

The thesis is clear, has 3 different 
ideas, and directs the entire paper.  

The thesis is somewhat clear 
and directs the whole paper.  

The thesis is a bit unclear and 
may not connect to the whole 

paper.  

The thesis is weak or is not 
clearly stated. It has less than 

3 main ideas. 

 

The introduction is engaging and 
orients the reader to the paper.  

The introduction presents the 
idea of turning points. 

The introduction relates to the 
information in the essay. 

The introduction is weak and 
does not include relevant 

information. 

Ideas are logically organized by 
topic sentences. The explanation is 

easy to follow. 

Ideas are organized by topic 
sentences, and the 

information is easy to follow. 

Ideas are vaguely organized. 
The topic sentences are weak. 

Ideas are disorganized. The 
explanation is difficult to 

follow. Topic sentences are 
lacking or not present.  

The conclusion supports the essay 
and offers fresh insight into the 

topic. 

The conclusion supports the 
information in the essay. 

The conclusion relates to the 
information in the essay. 

The conclusion does not 
include relevant information. 

 

Each body paragraph includes at 
least 1 quote that is significant and 

relevant. 

Each BP includes 1 quote that 
is mostly significant and 

relevant. 

Includes most quotes. Some 
quotes are not significant. 

There is little or no relevant 
support. 

Textual evidence is integrated 
smoothly & cited accurately 
throughout the entire essay.  

Textual evidence is mostly 
integrated & cited accurately. 

Textual evidence is 
inconsistently integrated & 

cited (accurately or 
inaccurately) 

Textual evidence is not 
integrated or cited. Citations 

are inaccurate. 

The analysis goes beyond plot, 
identifies meaningful language, 

and clearly elaborates on my topic 
sentence. 

The analysis mostly goes 
beyond plot, and elaborates 

on my topic sentence. 

The analysis is weak, mostly 
focuses on plot, and does not 
clearly elaborates on my topic 

sentence. 

The analysis is weak and 
focuses on plot. 

 

The essay consistently adheres to 
grammar rules. 

The essay mostly adheres to 
grammar rules. 

The essay contains some 
mistakes in standard grammar 

rules. 

The essay contains many 
mistakes in standard grammar 

rules. 

I have highlighted  all required 
sentence types. All are correctly 

identified. 

I have highlighted most of the 
required sentence types. 

Most are correctly identified. 

I have highlighted some of the 
required sentence types. Not all 

are correctly identified.. 

I have not identified the 
required sentence types. Most 

are incorrect.. 

4 of the unit vocab words are used 
correctly and highlighted. 

Most of the unit vocab words 
are used (mostly correctly) 

Missing some vocab 
words/some not 

highlighted/used correctly.  

Vocab words are missing 
and/or not highlighted.  

The style/tone is formal 
/objective. No personal pronouns 

or contractions. 

The style/ tone is mostly 
formal/objective. Very little 

personal pronouns and 
contractions. 

The style/tone is occasionally 
formal. There are many 
personal pronouns and 

contractions. 

The style/tone is informal. 
There are a significant amount 

of personal pronouns and 
contractions. 



Name: ______________________________ Due Date: ______ 

 


